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CANNABIS REGULATORY BACKGROUND
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Cannabis Regulatory Background

üState Laws

Å 2016 Adult Use of Marijuana Act:

× Legalize many aspects of cannabis use (possession, 

transportation and purchase) for 21 years or older

× Allow indoor cultivation of up to six plants for personal 

and recreational use

× Allow for commercial non-medical cultivation, processing, 

labs, distribution and sales via licensing, taxing

Å In 2020, deliveries of cannabis to adults 21 years or older 

legalized:

× Even if a local jurisdiction prohibits all types of cannabis 

businesses, local jurisdictions cannot prohibit deliveries 

into their jurisdictions from an outside delivery service
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Cannabis Regulatory Background

üCity of San Bruno Regulations:

Å Prohibit all medical marijuana distribution throughout the 

City per SBMC Section 6.58 since adoption in 2011 (excludes 

recreational, personal or commercial non-medical activities)

Å Allow indoor cannabis cultivation for personal use in 2018 

per SBMC Section 6.59 and state laws 

Å Allow cannabis business tax measure through the 2020 voter 

approval tax initiative

üIn 2021, City Council directed staff to evaluate the potential for 

allowing commercial cannabis activities as part of the City Council 

Initiatives
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PROPOSED COMMERCIAL CANNABIS 

PROGRAM
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program 

Option 1:

Proposed Ordinance Amendments to Allow Cannabis Uses

ÅMaintain Personal Use and Cultivation of up to six plants 

for personal use

Å Allow Commercial Cannabis Use for:

× Storefront Sales : including general retail of cannabis 

products

× Consumption Lounge : including smoke cannabis 

products onsite

× Delivery Services : including distribution of 

commercial cannabis products
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program 

Storefront Sales:

ÅPreviously Termed òDispensariesó

Å Allow for general retail sales of cannabis or cannabis 

products, packaging and labeling of products for sale, and 

can include delivery services to residents or end-users
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program    

Consumption Lounges :

ÅAlso known as òCannabis Caf®ó

Å Allow for customers to ingest, smoke or vape cannabis 

products on-site

Å Restrictions apply to ages 21 or older

Å No visible consumption from any public place or non-age 

restricted area, and no sale of other tobacco or alcohol 

on-site
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program 

Delivery Services:

Å Commercial Cannabis Distribution only, not part of onsite 

retail or consumption lounge use

Å Provide for storage and distribution/delivery of 

commercial cannabis products to licensed commercial 

cannabis operations

Å Required to comply with security and transportation 

requirements

Å Differs from state law, which allows deliveries into any 

jurisdiction
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program 

Other possible commercial cannabis uses that were not directed 

by City Council to analyze in the proposed ordinance 

amendments:

Å Commercial cultivation

Å Cannabis manufacturing

Å Cannabis testing/laboratories

Å Cannabis microbusinesses

Å Temporary Cannabis events
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Proposed Commercial Cannabis Program 

Option 2:

Retain the Current Municipal Code Provisions Prohibiting All 

Commercial Cannabis Uses

Å Continue to prohibit commercial cannabis activities per 

SBMC Section 6.58 and Section6.59

Å Continue to allow personal cannabis use per SBMC 

Section 6.59.030 and State Laws

× Indoor cultivation of up to six plants

Å City Council is to take no further action to adopt 

necessary Ordinance Amendments



13

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL CANNABIS USES 

LOCATIONS



14

Potential Commercial Cannabis Uses Locations

üLocation Consideration Criteria:

Å Storefront Sales & Consumption 

Lounge uses

Å Adequate vehicular, bicycle and 

pedestrian access

Å Underlying zoning (core City 

commercial and mixed-use 

areas) 

× San Mateo Avenue

× Portions of El Camino Real

× San Bruno Avenue

Å Delivery Service use in M-1 Zone, 

north of San Bruno Avenue




